Cambourne–to–Cambridge public transport corridor
Response to the Greater Cambridge City Deal’s Public Consulta;on
23 November 2015

Summary of our recommenda;ons – map

More data and a further
consulta;on needed

On-road
Oﬀ-road
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Summary of our recommenda;ons – text
Going west to east, star;ng at Cambourne:
1. The bus operators should establish lots of pick-up/drop-oﬀ points at suitable loca;ons in Cambourne and Bourn Airﬁeld
2. Buses should go on-road between there and the Madingley Mulch roundabout
•

the important exis;ng local bus services along St. Neots Road should be retained, and enhanced if possible

•

the bus operators could also run ‘fast-track’ buses along the A428, if they wish

3. Build a new Park & Ride at the A428/Scotland Road roundabout
•

this loca;on has very good ‘connec;vity’, both east & west, on & oﬀ the A428 (this is beYer connec;vity to the A428 than at Madingley Mulch, where there is no
eastwards connec;vity on or oﬀ the A428)

•

it is more easily-accessible for Hardwick and Dry Drayton residents

•

the landowner is interested in a discussion, subject to condi;ons

4. Build an oﬀ-road bus-way from Madingley Mulch roundabout, running north of American Cemetery
•

ini;ally over the University’s land (in between the 800 Wood and Madingley Old Wood)

•

then adjacent to Cambridge Road, along the edge of Trinity College’s ﬁelds, and on to….

5. Build a new bus-only bridge over the M11, immediately north of Junc;on 13
•

this is based on Op;on 6 of the W S Atkins “M11 bus-only slip road” feasibility study (21 August 2015)

5. Enter the North West Cambridge site, near the exis;ng P&R site and the new Community Centre (‘CC’)
6. The P&R/CC should become a ‘bus hub’, where passengers can con;nue their journey, change onto other local buses, or get on a bicycle
•

northwards

:

through NWC, over Hun;ngdon Road, through the Ida Darwin/NIAB site (all as currently planned by the University and the City Council)

•

eastwards

:

along Madingley Road, which may or may not beneﬁt from a segregated bus lane (see later)

•

south-westwards* :

through the West Cambridge site, and then oﬀ-road to join Grange Road and West Road (* poten(ally - see later)

•

southwards

round the M11 to Junc;on 11, to join the Guided Busway to the Biomedical Campus

:
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What is CambridgeBOLD?

In October 2015, the Greater Cambridge City Deal Execu(ve Board launched a formal public
consulta;on, asking the public for its views on the best route for a new bus & cycle-route
between Cambourne and Cambridge.
CambridgeBOLD is a response to that consulta;on.
It has been produced locally. It represents as much as possible a broad consensus of local
opinion along the route.
Why is it called BOLD?
• we took the name “Bold” from the June mee;ng of the City Deal Assembly, when various
Assembly-members called for “a bold approach to Cambridge’s transport problems”.
• our proposals are indeed bold, construc;ve and forward-looking: they will cater for the
growing volume of traﬃc; they include extensive oﬀ-road cycle routes; they address the
“Western Orbital” route to the Biomedical Campus; they are deliverable; and they can be
constructed in stages as addi;onal ﬁnance becomes available.
• with a mixture of light-heartedness and seriousness, we decided that BOLD could perhaps
stand for “Brilliantly-Organised, Locally-Designed”
This document is available for download at www.cambridgebold.org
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How this document was produced
Early June 2015: Informal discussions held between
the Secretary of CambridgeBOLD and Parish and
District Councillors, Parish Councils, Residents
Associa;ons and certain residents and landowners
in (in alphabe;cal order) Caldecote, Comberton,
Coton, Hardwick, Madingley and North Newnham

First
dral

Late June/early July:
the First Dral was
formally presented
to Caldecote,
Comberton, Coton,
Hardwick and
Madingley Parish
Councils and North
Newnham Residents
Associa;on

Publica;on
approved
(save for
Caldecote,
whose
mee;ng
schedule
didn’t
enable a
response)

Second
dral
Amendments
made based
on local
feedback

Early August: Second dral was circulated widely. It was made
available for download at www.cambridgebold.org and distributed (in
hard copy, or via a web link) to:

Presented
to City
Deal
Board

Final
version

Final
dral

Feedback
received by
Friday 9th
October

Amendments
made based
on feedback

Final edi;ng

November: Final
dral published
on web-site

• Parish Councils: Caldecote, Comberton, Coton, Hardwick, Madingley, Bar Hill,
Boxworth, Dry Drayton, Lolworth, Barton, Grantchester, Bourn, Cambourne, Caxton,
Croxton, El;sley, Childerley, Kingston, Tol, Conington, Elsworth, Fen Drayton,
Graveley, Knapwell, Papworth Everard, Papworth St Agnes
• Residents Associa8ons: North Newnham, Old Newnham, Gough Way, Millington Road
• All Cambridge City Councillors, South Cambridgeshire District Councillors and
Cambridgeshire County Councillors
• Heidi Allen MP, Daniel Zeichner MP, Vicky Ford MEP and Andrew Lansley
• Members of the Greater Cambridge City Deal Board and Assembly not in the lists above
• American BaYle Monuments Commission
• Cambridge County Council Highways Department Oﬃcers
• Cambridgeshire Chambers of Commerce
• Cambridge Ahead
• Cambridge Cycling Campaign
• Cambridge News
• Cambridge Past, Present & Future
• Cambridge University: Vice-Chancellor, Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Ins;tu;onal Aﬀairs, and
Director of Estates Strategy
• Cambridge University Rugby Club
• ‘Save the West Fields’
• Stagecoach
• Known local landowners and farmers: Jesus College, King’s College, Queens’ College,
Selwyn College, St John’s College, Trinity College, Chivers Farms, Grosvenor, Childerley
Estate, PX Farms, Thomas Banks & Partners, Trumpington Farm Company, Sadler family

Page 5

Deliverability and other maYers
Land assembly
Our proposal involves only a very few landowners:
•

PX Farms, at A428/Scotland Road

•

The University, at the 800 Wood and North West Cambridge

•

Trinity College, at Moor Barns Farm, north west of Junc;on 13

•

poten(ally: St John’s and Jesus Colleges, by the Athle;cs track and the ‘old riﬂe range’ road

This is a key advantage, as it means that ‘land assembly’ should be rela;vely easy
Cycle routes
•

we have included proposals for extensive cycle routes

•

we recommend that they are included as part of the Cambourne-to-Cambridge bus-way plan, bringing forward City Deal budgets as necessary

Free Park & Ride
•

we recommend that the new Park & Ride should be free-of-charge to users
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Proposal for public transport ‘hubs’
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Three ‘hubs’
We started by thinking about three ‘hubs’. These are:
1. Pick-up/drop-oﬀ areas in Cambourne and Bourn Airﬁeld
2. A new Park & Ride at the A428/Scotland Road roundabout
•

note that we do not place this at the Madingley Mulch roundabout, for reasons we shall discuss later

3. The exis8ng Madingley Road Park & Ride /
North West Cambridge community centre area
to become a bus ‘hub’/interchange, where
passengers can switch between bus routes.
•

we are aware that the exis;ng Park & Ride
site is leased from the University (as
freeholder) with c. 20 years lel to run on the
lease.
so, for the next 20 years, the P&R can serve
as the ‘hub’
therealer, either the University might be
persuaded to renew the lease, or the NWC
community centre area would become the
hub

•

Good ‘connec;vity’
for cars and buses to
enter/exit the new
P&R

“FUTURE-PROOFING” poten;al site for a
new ‘inner’ Park & Ride in the future, if the
lease on the exis;ng site is not renewed

Bus routes ﬂow from
from this ‘hub’

Pick-up/dropoﬀ areas

from there, passengers entering the City from
the west can then take buses:
- northwards

: through NWC, over Hun;ngdon Road, through the Ida Darwin/NIAB site (all as currently planned by the University and the City Council)

- eastwards

: along Madingley Road, which may or may not beneﬁt from a segregated bus lane (see later)

- south-westwards* : through the West Cambridge site, and then oﬀ-road to join Grange Road and West Road (* poten(ally - see later)
- southwards

: round the M11 to Junc;on 11, to join the Guided Busway to the Biomedical Campus
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New Park & Ride on the A428 at the Scotland Road roundabout
• We recommend crea;on of a public transport
‘hub’ by the roundabouts on the A428 at
Scotland Road
• Park & Ride site
• Cycle storage facili;es
• We can also envisage:
- a hotel of a type suited to people driving
along the A428 from the west, stopping oﬀ
for the night, and taking the bus in to the
City the next morning to Cambridge (e.g.
Premier Inn, Travelodge)
- public toilets, a small convenience shop
(e.g. so that, when coming home from
work in the evening, passengers could pick
up supper), and perhaps a petrol sta;on
• We believe the site could also be a suitable
stop/interchange for long-distance coaches,
and for tourist coaches accessing Cambridge

• Cyclists would exit the Park & Ride (via the roundabouts or the ‘blue bridge’) and use the St Neots’ Road cycle lane
• They could then either drop down Long Road to the Whitwell Way cycleway (see our proposal later), or con;nue on
down the exis;ng Madingley Hill cycleway.

• Although the site is on the very edge of the
Cambridge Green Belt, that is largely historic
as the Green Belt boundary pre-dates the
A428. We believe an up-to-date survey would
show limited beneﬁt of retaining the site in
the Green Belt. We therefore believe that
considera;on could be given to removing the
site from the Green Belt and planning
permission given as suggested above, on the
grounds of the excep;onal beneﬁt to public
transport that would be created. (Note that
there are no archaeological/heritage issues at
this site.)
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New Park & Ride on the A428 at the Scotland Road roundabout
Cycle/foot access for Dry Drayton
residents via the exis;ng footpath,
which would be upgraded to a cyclepath and hard-surfaced

Fabulous ‘connec;vity’ to:
• A428 (on & oﬀ, east & west)
• St. Neots Road
• Hardwick
• Dry Drayton
Far beYer connec;vity than if the Park &
Ride was situated at Madingley Mulch

New Park & Ride,
and coach parking
(entrance/exit directly oﬀ
the roundabout)

Possible
associated
facili;es
Cycle/foot access for Hardwick
residents via the exis;ng ‘Blue
Bridge’ foot and cycle bridge

Cyclists c
an use th

e exis;n

g St Neo

ts Road

cycle lan
es

The purple area is similar in size to the exis;ng Madingley Road and Trumpington Road Park & Ride sites.
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Madingley Mulch roundabout is the wrong place for a new Park & Ride
• The City Deal Board’s public consulta;on suggested that a possible loca;on for the new Park & Ride could be by the Madingley Mulch roundabout
• We disagree, because:
- the roundabout is very busy, with a diﬃcult layout
- it is too close to Madingley Hill, a traﬃc conges;on hot-spot we are all trying to avoid
- it is too far from the largest centre of popula;on in the immediate area, i.e. Hardwick
- long-distance traﬃc coming along the A428 from the west (e.g. from Milton Keynes, Bedford or St Neots) exits the A428 unnecessarily late; it would be beYer if
such traﬃc could be captured earlier
- long-distance traﬃc coming along the A14 from the east (e.g. from Newmarket, Bury St Edmunds, Felixstowe etc) can’t exit to Madingley Mulch; but it can con;nue
on the A428 and exit at Scotland Road
- Madingley Mulch is too small an area to become a true public transport ‘hub’ (i.e. not enough room for a hotel, petrol sta;on, shop, public toilets etc)
- the area is very sensi;ve, being at the top of Madingley Hill, with its important views and loca;on
- we worry about the eﬀect of car emissions, as they enter/exit a Park & Ride and park their cars, on the ecology of Madingley Old Wood, a Site of Special Scien;ﬁc
Interest (SSSI)
- there would be too much harmful impact on the nearby villages of Madingley and Coton
• The City Deal public consulta;on (ques;on 15) asks for recommenda;ons for other loca;ons
- we recommend the A428/Scotland Road junc;on, for the reasons previously men;oned

Page 12

Proposal for connec;ng the ‘hubs’ by bus
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Proposed bus routes
On-road:
• local services to remain along St Neots Road
• addi;onally, bus operators can ‘fast track’ buses along A428

Oﬀ-road route,
north of Madingely Hill

On-road: see later

A Hardwick ‘shuYle-bus’ would operate, in a
circular route round the streets of the village,
taking residents to the Park & Ride to connect to
the fast bus to Cambridge
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Oﬀ-road route : City Deal “Area 1 North”
Bus-only ‘short
cut’ avoiding
roundabout

Consider restric;ng
access to residents
only during peak
hours

Bus route runs along
top of the A428
embankment, at the
side of the grass ﬁeld

Bus route follows line of
exis;ng pathway through top
of 800 Wood. The two circles
of the “8” are unaﬀected.

Bus route goes
on-road for a
short stretch

Bus route
moves oﬀ-road,
north of belt of
trees

To next map

Between the two green/brown circles ( ) the bus-way would be only one lane wide, to reduce impact on the 800 Wood
In proposing “Area 1 North”, we note that:
• many commentators have recommended Area 1 Central, i.e. a bus lane(s) down Madingley Hill. We fear that will not provide as fast, or as reliable, a bus service as
an oﬀ-road route and, as our mission has always included to be “bold”, we prefer a more comprehensive and future-proof solu;on
• placing the bus-route in between the 800 Wood and Madingley Old Wood will enable the environmental quali;es and bio-diversity of each to be preserved. We do
not believe that the envisaged volume of bus traﬃc in between the two woods will threaten their nature.
• there has been an extreme public reac;on against Area 1 South, but signiﬁcantly less public comment against Area 1 North
• Cambridge Past Present & Future, whilst favouring Area 1 Central, has recommended Area 1 North as its fall-back op;on, rather than Area 1 South
• please see the Appendix as this report for a brief ‘impact assessment’
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Oﬀ-road route : City Deal “Area 1 North”
‘Give way’
signs for cars
on Cambridge
Road

Visual protec;on from:
• thick belt of trees
• bus/cycle route will be c. 2 metres
lower than Cambridge Road

New bridge
over M11

• We believe that the bus-route needs to
avoid the exis8ng M11 Junc8on 13
bridge, which (however it might be reconﬁgured) will always be a traﬃc
blockage, will slow bus journey 8mes,
and will threaten journey-8me reliability
• We propose the City Deal’s “Area 1 North”
• But we place this running immediately to
the north of Cambridge Road (i.e. not in
the wide northwards sweep over the open
farmland that the City Deal has shown in
its consulta;on map)
• The bus-way would the cross the M11 at a
new bridge, and connect to the exis;ng
Park & Ride and/or the new NWC
Community Centre (which are adjacent to
each other)
• The farmland is owned by Trinity College

From us map
io
prev

Bus/cycle route follows
line of exis;ng
pathway through top
of 800 Wood

• Page 31 shows the addi;onal cycle routes
that we are proposing for this area (not
shown on this page for simplicity)

Bus route goes onroad for a short
stretch (where there
is no tree belt)

Bus route
moves oﬀroad, north of
belt of trees

“FUTURE-PROOFING” poten;al site for a
new ‘inner’ Park & Ride in the future, if the
lease on the exis;ng site is not renewed

• We are aware of calls for the Girton
Interchange to be re-conﬁgured to allow
on-road (on A428/M11) bus routes, and
we are aware of the Highways Agency’s
“Statement of Common Ground” with
Coton Parish Council in that context,
which might remove the need for the oﬀroad proposal on this page. However,
there has been no ﬁrm evidence that the
Highways Agency will deliver that reconﬁgura;on, either at all, or on a
reasonable ;mescale, so we don’t feel
that we can rely on it.
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Three Op;ons within the City
Buses exit via the new
NWC access-road (currently
nearing comple;on)

On-road, along Madingley Road, with:
• Op(on 1: no segregated bus lane, but with local street
parking/management measures (see later)
• Op(on 2: with new segregated bus lane(s)

Alterna;ve route

• Op(on 3: through the West Cambridge site, and a new
oﬀ-road link to Grange Road (see later)
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Three Op;ons within the City
•

There are three possible op;ons for bus routes from the ‘hub’ to the City centre:
1. along Madingley Road, with no new bus lanes created along it
•

but with addi;onal localised ‘street traﬃc management’ (e.g. parking restric;ons and residents’ parking) to aid traﬃc ﬂow along Madingley Road

2. along Madingley Road, with new segregated bus lane(s) created along it
•

this might be for all or part of its length

•

many commentators doubt that this is possible, needed or jus;ﬁable

3. through the West Cambridge site and oﬀ-road round the Athle;cs track, along the ‘old riﬂe range road’ and onto Grange Road
•

see overleaf

•

many commentators fear this will be an unwarranted intrusion onto the ‘West Fields’

•

There are strong local views for and against each of these, and no clear consensus

•

We therefore believe more data is needed to enable an informed judgement by the public, including:
- traﬃc ﬂow analysis
- technical/engineering assessment of Madingley Road, including the ability to ﬁt a segregated bus lane(s) along all or part of its length
- the University’s view of a bus route through the West Cambridge site, and John’s/Jesus College’s views on the oﬀ-road part of the route
- bus operators’ views
- environmental studies

•

We call on the City Deal to undertake and publish a study including the above data, and then to hold a separate ‘mini consulta;on’ on this stretch of the route
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Possible Op;on 3 (ﬁrst part)
• This Masterplan for the West Cambridge site is taken from hYp://www.westcambridge.co.uk/ﬁles/bibplan.jpg

Our preferred route is shown in the thicker line; it runs through the current Cavendish Laboratory
site and down a small length of Clerk Maxwell Road (we understand that the Laboratory site will
shortly be re-built, and we suggest that a new bus-route could be accommodated within the new
design). If not, our alterna;ve route is shown in the thinner line.

New oﬀ-road link: see overleaf
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Possible Op;on 3 (second part)
• The bus route could perhaps be singlecarriageway, to limit its impact (controlled by
small traﬃc lights at each end), aided by a
passing-place half-way along its length (shown in
the red bar)

West Cambridge
site

• The route would be shielded from the main
body of the West Fields by the rugby pitch
(which has a high hedge round it) and the high
hedge running west from its southern edge

Aﬀected ﬁelds
belong to St
John’s College

Rugby pitch

Exis;ng access points

The old

Riﬂe R
(Jesus C ange track
ollege)

West Road
s
Queen
’ Road

Grange Road

(Dark green):
Plant hedge/
trees to screen

Page 21

Page 22

Integra;ng into the Western Orbital
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M11 Junc;on 13
CambridgeBOLD’s proposals for Cambourne-to-Cambridge ﬁt very will with the
Western Orbital objec8ves.
• The “Western Orbital” is the name for the plan to improve bus capacity between M11
Junc;ons 13 (Madingley) and 11 (Trumpington).
• The “Western Orbital” agenda item for the December City Deal mee;ngs rightly stated
that “there are strategic links between the Western orbital and the A428/A1303
scheme”.
• W S Atkins’ “Western Orbital Study Op;ons Report” (September 2015) makes it clear
that the M11 itself is not the problem: the problem is the junc;ons on and oﬀ it. The
report states that:
“2.4 On the M11 in the morning peak, conges;on is par;cularly prevalent northbound on the approach to
the junc8on 13 oﬀ-slip road at Madingley, resul;ng in high levels of journey ;me variability. A similar
situa;on emerges southbound on the motorway with queues on the junc8on 11 slip road impac;ng
on journey ;me reliability.
2.5

In the evening peak, the southbound M11 to junc;on 11 performs rela;vely well in comparison to
the conges;on experienced in the morning. By comparison, Northbound to junc;on 13 there are
problems at three loca;ons resul;ng in variable journey ;mes: merging onto the M11 at junc8on 11,
Barton on-slip at junc;on 12, and the northbound oﬀ-slip at junc8on 13.”

• The W S Atkins “M11 Bus-only Slip roads” feasibility report (21 August 2015) included
an “Op;on 6” for a new bus-only bridge over the M11 immediately north of Junc;on
13 – see the plan on the top right. The report stated that:

Extract from W S Atkins “M11 Bus-only Slip roads”
feasibility report (21 August 2015), “Op;on 6”
CambridgeBOLD proposal

“This op;on consists of a new structure to the north of Junc;on 13 for buses to join the M11 prior to
general traﬃc. Ini;al op;on review recognised that this could oﬀer wider beneﬁts if provided with one of
the op;ons currently being reviewed as part of the A428 Cambridge City Deal Study”

• This is is essen;ally the same as the CambridgeBOLD proposal, though we go further
and also link it to the Park & Ride – see the plan on the boYom right.
• We also propose a bus-only exit at Junc;on 111 – see next page
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M11 Junc;on 11
• At Junc;on 11, a new bus-only sliproad would enable buses to go direct
to the Guided Busway, by-passing the
traﬃc lights (a) at the top of the
exis;ng slip-road and (b) at the
turning onto the Addenbrooke’s
access road.

New bus-only slip-road,
star;ng immediately
aler the footbridge,
and before the exis;ng
car slip-road

Runs along edge of
Trumpington Meadows
farmland

Joins exis;ng guided busway, and
hence to Biomedical Campus (and
main train sta;on)

• Inves;ga;on of a new bus-only sliproad at M11 Junc;on 11 was
supported by the Greater Cambridge
City Deal Board on 1st October 2015
• This will enable buses to go direct
from the M11 to the Guided Busway
(and thence to the Biomedical
Campus) without being held up at
the exis;ng junc;ons
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Proposal for cycle routes
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From Cambourne/Bourn Airﬁeld, along Port Way/Whitwell Way
• We propose that the exis;ng
bridleway (variously called Whitwell
Way and Port Way) is up-graded to a
cycle-path with a suitable hard
surface.

Blue bridge

• This will enable a direct cycle link
between Cambourne/Bourn Airﬁeld,
via the southern edge of Caldecote
and Hardwick Villages, to Coton and
(as we shall see overleaf) the historic
centre of Cambridge.

Exis;ng bridleway (variously called Whitwell Way
and Port Way) up-graded to a cycle-path: provides
good, direct link between Bourn Airﬁeld, the south
sides of Caldecote and Hardwick, and Coton

• Using B roads and village roads,
cyclists would be able to con;nue on
to:
o Caldecote Village
We suggest all cycle-way surfaces are
the same as Cambridge Past, Present &
Future has at the Coton Countryside
Reserve (two concrete lanes, like a
tractor-path: see below), as this
preserves the rural character and allows
separa;on of cyclists and pedestrians

o Hardwick Village and then the
blue bridge’, thereby accessing
the new Park & Ride

‘Give way’ signs for cars on
Long Road would (a) make
the cycle-crossing safer;
and (b) slow down cars on
a notoriously fast and
dangerous stretch of road

o Comberton and, in par;cular,
Comberton Village College
Student-cyclists can
then use Branch Road
and Green End to
access Comberton
Village College

o West Cambridge and North West
Cambridge
Con;nue the journey eastwards
on the next map, overleaf à

Comberton Village College
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Along Whitwell Way in Coton

North-south
oﬀ-road
cycle-way

‘Give way’ signs for cars on Long
Road would (a) make the cyclecrossing safer; and (b) slow down
cars on a notoriously fast and
dangerous stretch of road

DoYed route is already a
public footpath: follow
same route, and upgrade
to cycle-path

Cycle-path goes oﬀroad, along edge of
ﬁeld, just to the north
of Whitwell Way road

Cycle-path moves
back on-road,
through village
Con;nue the journey eastwards
on the next map, overleaf à
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Through Coton Village and over the M11
Cycle-path goes oﬀroad, along edge of
ﬁeld, just to the north
of Whitwell Way road

Cycle-path moves
on-road, through
village (generally,
a quiet road)

Cycle-path
along The
Footpath, as
at present

We understand that the
University already plans
to straighten the
approach to the bridge

Exis;ng cycle/
foot bridge over
the M11

Cars entering village
along Cambridge
Road to ‘Give Way’

Cars entering village
along Brook Lane to
‘Give Way’

• A direct cycle route has now been
created, most of which is oﬀ-road
• Coton Parish Council proposes that
the High Street is re-conﬁgured:
o priori;se the Whitwell Way–High
Street–The Footpath route
o car traﬃc joining it would face
junc;ons and ‘give-way’ signs
• This will:
o give cyclists a ‘straight through’
ability, and cars will have to give
way to cyclists
o boost exis;ng traﬃc-calming
ini;a;ves in the village
Cyclists con;nue into
the City along the Coton
footpath, and then
either (a) along Adams
Road, as at present; or
(b) along the old riﬂe
range track, as per pages
18 & 21
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North of Madingley Hill
Exis;ng (but
liYle-known)
bridge over A428

Upgrade exis;ng farm track to cycle-way status,
all the way to join The Avenue (which will thus
allow access to the new A14 Local Access Road)

Exis;ng (but
liYle-known)
M11 underpass

Direct access
to/from north
of North West
Cambridge
site, and
thence to
Hun;ngton
Road and the
Science Park

Exis;ng bridleway
(grass track)
Exis;ng
footpath
up-graded
to cyclepath

• We request that this large block of open
farmland, to the north of the American
Cemetery and both sides of the A428,
should be oﬃcially (re-)conﬁrmed as an
integral part of the Quarter-to-Six
Quadrant (QTSQ)’s Major Green
Infrastructure Target Area (MGITA), as
set out in the dral Local Plan, Chapter 6,
para 6.31
• The City Deal Board should publicly
recognise the importance of this area for
its landscape and leisure quali;es, as it
oﬀers an important green/rural space
for the residents of Cambridge, and in
par;cular of North West Cambridge
• Public access and enjoyment will be
enhanced by:
o up-grading the exis;ng north-south
footpath to a cycle-path (allowing
access to/from NWC, via the exis;ng
M11 underpass)
o turning the exis;ng east-west farm
track into a public-access cycle-path
(allowing access, over the exis;ng
A428 bridge, to further countryside,
and linking to the cycle-path adjacent
to the new A14 Local Access Road).
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Appendix – impact assessment of “Area 1 North”
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Oﬀ-road route : City Deal “Area 1 North”
• Madingley American Cemetery is on
Bri;sh Crown property that has been
“made available” to the American
BaYle Monuments Commission
• In the context of Area 1 North, we
are aware of the leYer from Anthony
Eden (Deputy Prime Minister) to the
American Ambassador
• This states that “the area coloured
yellow will be restricted to
agricultural use”
• However, we believe a bus/cycleroute is compa;ble with this
• This is because we believe the
relevant clause should be interpreted
as meaning that no residen(al or
commercial development would take
place – which would remain the case.
• We note that Madingley Parish
Council has for many years
campaigned for a hard-surface cycle
route along the same route as is now
proposed for the bus & cycle way, so
the principal of a hard surface and
public transport corridor along that
ﬁeld edge has precedent: we are now
proposing that it should be for buses
as well as cycles.
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Impact on view of Madingley Mill & 800 Wood
A

Madingley Wood

800 Wood (not visible: it’s
over the crest of this rise)

American Cemetery

Above: View from exis;ng bridleway, looking south. The hard surface of the bus/cycle route would be invisible. Tops of buses might be visible as they pass by.

C A
B

Below: Bus/cycle route would join Cambridge Road at the point where Madingley
Wood abuts the 800 Wood. There would be ‘Give way’ signs on Cambridge Road; we
do not support the use of traﬃc lights, as they would be intrusive in the countryside
Bus moves oﬀ-road
where the trees start,
east of the boYom of
the American Cemetery

B

Below: The view of the 800 Wood will be unchanged, as the
line of the bus route will be hidden by the maturing trees

C

Trinity CoYages
800 Wood (currently young trees)
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Almost invisible from Madingley American Cemetery
• The surface of the proposed bus/cycle route
would be invisible from almost all areas of the
cemetery, because:
o the hillside falls away below the northern
edge of the cemetery
o the cemetery’s northern wall provides a
further visual barrier
o there is a thick line of trees along the north
side of most of Cambridge Road

Panorama view from the low wall at the northern edge of the cemetery

• Equally, for almost all of its route, the top of a
passing bus would be invisible

Panorama view from part-way up the hill, amongst the headstones

These three photos show
the views from top/
middle/boPom of the
main avenue: the bus/
cycle route will be invisible
except when peering over
at the very boPom end
View from further up the hill, amongst the headstones
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